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Development and Evaluation of Wearable Smart Clothing for Combined EMG Devices

Sojung Lee, Hyelim Kim, and Wonyoung JeongJr

Material and Component Convergence R&D Department, Korea Institute of Industrial Technology; Ansan, Korea

Abstract: Recently, smart wearable products, including electromyography (EMG) measurement devices and clothing,
have been developed to monitor users’ exercise levels, muscle activation, and muscle balance more effectively during fit-
ness activities. However, technical and socioeconomic barriers, such as flexibility and durability, still pose challenges in
terms of comfort, ease of wear, and wearability of smart clothing, which includes devices and circuits. To address these
issues, this study developed a wearable EMG device integrated with clothing to collect valid EMG signals from desired
muscles while maintaining comfort, functionality, and ease of wear. After deriving a combined structure that could stably
position the wearable device within the clothing, a prototype was manufactured and evaluated for fit, compression, com-
fort, and exercise comfort test by ten participants (height = 176.2 cm, weight = 76.4 kg, chest circumference = 101.2
cm). The study found that the prototype had smaller circumferences around the chest, waist, and abdomen compared to
commercial products, resulting in lower ratings for wearing comfort and ease of wear. However, the prototype received
high ratings for fitting, pressure, and the exercise comfort test. Valid signals were obtained when the EMG device was
combined to the prototype for the rectus femoris muscle, indicating stable positioning of the device during exercise.

Key words: EMG measuring clothing (3% =% ¢]#), smart fitness wear (=FHE 3] EU24¢|o]), combined device
(T]mto]l 2 A%HE), wear comfort evaluation (2H84 7)), performance evaluation (3537}
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Fig. 1. Representative examples of EMG measuring clothing; (a) Athos
shirt, www.liveathos.com, (b) Mshirt, www.myontec.com.
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Fig. 2. Example of the structure of EMG measuring clothing(inside of the Athos shirt); (a) front, (b) back.
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STEP 1
Design of device
combined structure

® Device insertion

® Contact between the
skin surface and
electrode

® Crably attached devices

STEP 1
Wear comfort test,
Exercise comfort test

STEP 2

Select muscle

® lluscle selection for

ELIG measurment

Development of EMG measuring device —combined clothing

Validation of the prototype

STEP 3

Design of device
combined clothing

® Clothing design using
derived coupling

structure in step 1

STEP 2
Validation of EMG measurement

Fig. 3. Schematic diagram of the conceptual framework of the current study.
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Fig. 6. Pocket type device-combined sturcture; (a) schematic structure,
(b) outside in the device-combined state, (c) inside in the device-
combined state.
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Fig. 7. Target muscle of EMG measuring clothing.
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Fig. 9. Evaluation of EMG measurements.
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Fig. 8. EMG measuring clothing; (a) development of EMG measuring device-combined clothing, (b) commercial EMG measuring clothing.
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Error rate of EMG measurement E: 100 x |(X-Y)/X| (2)
(X: EMG measurement of smart clothing,
Y: EMG measurement of disposable electrode)

Accuracy of EMG measurement A : 100-E 3)
(E: Error rate of EMG measurement)

zZeEEgle TG AfTEs Fe Fig 109 2
o] BAE 27 tlol APY AFE UARISHOM, Table
19] 2718 AHgsle] ARSI, Pl SR, A2, of
2, 4T, e, BEe, 35192, 9, Baa,
9 Ages B 492 3 1) 289 E2lo) AAHY
o} tuel o] 912 % QIAlS] X Felste] oJEL U
Astglon], B3 HFs1gae] A% N3 AG 920
Raslofol St tulol2t A A RO AAD
S S sk selols tiE, A, El -, A
Bzas vEae 3 ) 250 Tl AAHICH, 17



(a)

SJofefs AE Tlupel FEY APPSR Y W YFFI 215

Fig. 10. Prototype of EMG measuring device-combined clothing; (a) flat design, (b) real fitting.

Table 1. Specification of the fabric

Table 2. Specification of prototype and commercial product (unit: cm)

i i . It PP cP”  PCP
MaFerlal Weight Thickness De:sny Elongation en
(Fiber (/) (mm)  (vale*Course o ) I Center back length 680 680 0.0
content, %) /5 em) 2 Chest width $80 450 20
Polyester 047 060  1586x 1262 ale 13 3 Wasit width 390 410 20
(81.8) Course 25
p — - 4 Bottom width 420 400 20
The elongation is measured according to ASTM D2594.
Top 5 Neck width 15.0 14.0 1.0
o 6 Front neck dro 7.0 7.0 0.0
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7o g2 AAEo] =2l 20~30) HiF AAXFE 7ute R | ack mse 41'0 41'0 0.0
_ i _ 5 Hi . . ‘
Az ZeeeRlze] AFASE vad Aolvt e Ao P
UL sjelel Ao s oro] o i 16 Thigh 230 230 00
UeRTh dele] A ZREERIY] JEEY e st ‘
17 Leg opening 11.0 17.5 -
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on, AmjZol7t 25em ¥ 23 AEEH} 2.0cm 7 H
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Suks Bloz st &xz AXg uEh EZooA
50.0 cm, SEETHIAoloA] 48.0 cme] =jo|7t UElsitt. slEE
7 4.0cm T 23, Aozt AvEHo® 20cem ©F 71

RAow Jept,

*Prototype, **Commercial product.
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Fig. 11. Pattern of EMG measuring device-combined clothing; (a) top, (b) bottom.
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Table 3. Characteristics of subjects Table 4. Wearing conditions of compression wear (N=5)
Mean(S.D.) Category Variable n(%)
Item Subject 201: 3(.)75 men in M 120.0)
(N=10) 7" Size Korea Mainly worn size L 2(40.0)
N=1521)
A 27.02.9 28.0( 6.0 X 2400
e(year .02. .0( 6.
gelyear) 9) (60 Total 5(100.0)
Height(cm) 176.2(6.2) 173.6( 5.6)
. . less than once / week 4(80.0)
Weight(kg) 76.4(8.4) 74.0(11.4) Wearing frequency
1-2 day / week 1(20.0)
BMI(%) 16.9(4.3) 25.0( 3.0)
. Total 5(100.0)
Chest circumference(cm) 101.2(6.4) 97.4( 6.7)
leevel 1(20.0
Upper-arm circumference(cm) 32.93.7) 31.5( 3.1) Mainly worn design }slerft:veless IEZO 0;
Wrist circumference(cm) 17.0(0.8) 16.1( 0.8) of top short sieeve ’
Waist circumference(cm) 80.2(7.2) 83.2( 9.2) long sleeve 3(60.0)
Abdominal extension £2.0(63) 86.0( 8.7) Total >(100.0)
circumference(cm) o R shorts 1(20.0)
L Mainly worn design leaeines 3(60.0)
Hip circumference(cm) 98.3(4.3) 96.6( 6.0) of bottom gging! -
Thigh circumference(cm) 56.8(4.5) 58.0( 4.8) etc 1(20.0)
Calf circumference(cm) 38.7(2.4) 38.4( 2.9) Total 5(100.0)




Table 5. Pressure level of mainly worn compression wear (N =15)

Item Mean(S.D.) Min Max
Top 12.0(2.4) 9.0 15.0
Bottom 11.42.2) 10.0 15.0

@Gt Alo] sH(50%)2 2 UET 5 Al Al kg
AFE 28-S MTsE ARt MEEHA] e ARde] B Y]
E8 IRIFACH, ool HzH o] 28-S HFsHA] &=
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FFS WS Aoz Az, AzAdo s 4 F¢ F
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28 N 3 13 mlglelgial SH3E ARl 80.0%2 7Y
=7 UEPdth(Table 4). &3k Az Ago] Aole] dejz
= g 7FY & S$HES UYEHILH(60.0%), 3tele W
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S omgitt. Knight et al(2006)¢] M4 7t e 2AY
o Wl 04892 Low, 5-882 Moderate, 9-127-2 Large,
13-163> Very Large, 17-208-2 Extreme2 & Tl 77102
o] BlAEkATt. Lows w9 A S <Ju|shH, Moderate
= 28 7Fssh A el F2d 4 S, Larges 2§

o 86 H, &5 ¥ AHAH Ha 88 Moz F AF EF
Large 7402 37I=SloH, o= F AF BF A L2
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Table 6. Wear comfort test of prototype and commercial product

(N=5)
Mean(S.D.)
Item Wilcoxon Z
Prototype  Commercial product
Before exercising 9.5(5.8) 8.6(5.3) - .534
After exercising 8.5(6.9) 8.8(5.4) - 281
Overall 8.9(5.9) 5.2(4.2) -1.825"
Easy to wear 10.3(6.3) 8.9(6.5) —-1.605

0: greatly no, 20: greatly yes

AHoR, AEe] WAHwe] we} JUL Weke Row
AEEIT) olel AEI 2HeAte] Aol Wi, DAy B gk
7+ 57} Azel Ageld dke] Baslt.

7l Blasigich. b 292 214 xR griEglen, A4t
gL = < ou)gitt. FeAIFEe]
stole Wik FER Fole] 9= H7lA AlLlsiint. +
AF 2gAe] AARAGFE vlag 23 Table 724 2ol Ueh
o, 53] Agele] 7is-elet stefe] ddol, sIHA] F-elol
Aol WAool =& Z1oR IRIFHITE o] AlFe Af ==
B2 7=, sleiEd, gEde] Aol 2t —15.0%,
2.7%, 27%%Z e W AJEAEL ~11.0%, 2.2%, 3.3%
= et slzjel f1aele] =] AAeke] dado] At
o} g9l A AT 2ge) JFS vA & UL
el
7 A R 9 ohR WoF A% Table 79 oAt
AR A3 UeiliE 2 skt ZREER] 48
o] =2 AR HriEglen,
53] gele] 719l ERA o] frole =7 Webstth(Table
8). g B wiEd FoldMe BAX Fo8e vEpA ¢
kot ZREE]e] WaPgo] tf =A| HriHleH, ol 4
SAFS 7EEY B slElEUY A5 Z2EE O Hls)
Table 7. Comparison of body dimensions of subjects and specification
of products (N =10, unit=cm)

1z

*

P cp”
(A)  (B) Mean(SD.) (A-C)yC (B-C)C
Chest 860 900 1012(64) -150  -I1.1

Subject(C) Amount of ease(%)
Item 7

Top Upper-arm 32.0  34.0 32.93.7) 2.7 33
Wrist 18.0  20.0 17.0(0.8) 59 17.6
Waist  78.0  82.0 80.2(7.2) 2.7 22
Waist ~ 70.0 740 80.2(7.2)  -12.7 =17

Bottom  Hip 82.0 820
Thigh  46.0 46.0

983(4.3) -166 166
56845 -190 190

*Prototype, **Commercial product.
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Table 8. Fitted-level of prototype and commercial product

Mean(S.D.) .
Item Wilcoxon Z
Prototype Commercial product
Chest 15.8(3.9) 11.8(4.1) 2.558"
Waist 11.8(7.1) 10.5(3.4) 497
T Abdominal  12.8(7.0) 10.3(4.6) .837
0
P Upper arm  14.9(5.2) 12.5(3.8) 1327
Wrist 12.6(5.5) 9.3(4.2) 1.239
Total 15.5(4.8) 11.4(4.1) 1.660
Waist 10.1(6.1) 9.2(6.4) 336
Abdominal  10.2(7.1) 8.4(5.6) .602
Hip 12.3(6.1) 13.5(5.2) - 513
Bottom
Thigh 14.2(6.3) 15.7(4.2) - 756
Calf 16.6(3.7) - -
Total 14.1(5.4) 13.5(4.0) 335

0: greatly no, 20: greatly yes, *p <.05

Table 9. Pressure level of prototype and commercial product

Mean(S.D.)
Item - Wilcoxon Z
Prototype Commercial product
Chest 13.7(5.3) 11.8(4.3) 1.406
Waist 10.06.1) 8.4(2.9) 1477
T Abdominal  10.9(6.2) 8.5(3.3) 876
0
P Upper arm  13.4(5.2) 12.9(4.8) 1.068
Wrist 10.6(4.5) 8.6(4.9) 314
Total 13.1(4.2) 11.6(3.5) 1.078
Waist 8.4(6.7) 9.9(5.8) - 574
Abdominal 8.4(7.0) 9.9(5.8) - 567
Hip 11.0(6.3) 12.7(5.9) — 684
Bottom N
Thigh 13.0(6.2) 15.7(4.2) —2.641
Calf 14.3(5.5) - -
Total 14.1(5.4) 13.5(4.0) -1.259

0: greatly no, 20: greatly yes, *p <.05
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Table 10. Evaluation of the exercise comfort rate

oA B

Posture 1 Posture 2 Posture 3 Posture 4
Mean(S.D.)
Item Prototype Commercial Wilcoxon Z
product
Posture 1 6.7(5.8) 5.2(4.8) - 318
Posture 2 3.2(3.3) 7.5(6.1) —2.492"
Posture 3 3.2(2.9) 4.53.7) —-1.581
Posture 4 4.0(4.1) 6.3(5.9) -1.755"
Total 6.0(6.1) 6.1(3.8) - .535

0: greatly no, 20: greatly yes, *p<.05
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Table 11. Result of EMG signal of prototype and disposable electrode
unit: kgf, (N=10)

Mean(S.D.)
Item Prototype Disposable Wilcoxon Z
electrode
Right 1.54(0.34) 1.54(0.34) - .051
Left 1.49(0.45) 1.48(0.43) - .178
Table 12. Error rate and accuracy of EMG signal

Item Right Left Total
Error rate 5.0(2.5) 5.6(3.7) 5.3(3.1)
Accuracy 95.0(2.5) 94.4(3.7) 94.7(3.1)
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