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A Study on the Characteristics and Fashion Images of Female Political Leaders
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Abstract : Woman leadership has been remarkably highlighted with women’s accelerating entry into society. Domestic
and overseas interests about political leaders began with the age of media and they are rapidly spreading worldwide with
the development of internet, SNS and blog. Along with this phenomenon, exposure of images has been remarkably
increasing and fashion has been also used as a political strategy. However, the research on woman political leaders has
been insufficient so this study selected Geunhye Park, Michelle Obama and Hillary Clinton as representative woman lead-
ers for the research. 149 pictures of Geunhye Park, 171 pictures of Michelle Obama and 124 pictures of Hillary Clinton
from the articles containing their pictures from Jan. 2002 to Dec. 2013 were analyzed, focusing on their gender. The three
woman political leaders’ typical images of femininity, masculinity and androgyny were categorized respectively and the
period and works in which those images had been expressed were reviewed. Also, fashion styles of the images pursued
by each gender were analyzed through their color, material, silhouette, design point, items and accessories. As a result,
Geunhye Park had femininity image at the beginning and had masculinity image when she did election campaigns, which
led to her current image of androgyny. Michelle Obama uses the image of femininity, masculinity and androgyny simul-
taneously. It was found that Hillary Clinton emphasized the image of masculinity and androgyny but she emphasizes fem-

ininity image these days.
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Fig. 4. Park Geun-hye to say hello,
Yonhapnews, (March 23 2004).
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(October 17 2011).
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Table 1. Fashion style of Geunhye Park, Michelle Obama and Hillary Clinton

Geunhye Park

Michelle Obama

Hillary Clinton

Time 2002~2004, 2013 2008~2013 2009~2013
Occasion Member of th? National Assembly, = Campaigns, The .lnauguration Day, Galas, Secretary of State
The Inauguration Day Events, Ceremonies
Classicality, Elegant, Calm, .. . Flexibility of the upper classes,
Image Magnanimous Sensual, Healthy, sophisticated, daring Adroit, Good-natured
Right blue, Orange, Vivid red, White, Green, Emerald green, . .
Colour 1 ite (Solid colour) Turkish blue (Rich colours) Vivid pink, Green, White, Black
Text{le Tweed, Cotton, Wool Silk, Cotton, Wool Tweed, Silk, Chiffon, Velvet,
s materials Cotton, wool
Femininity
. . Sli d fitted . . .
Silhouette Bare - necked X silhouette mand e Fitted of princess line
Slim and flare
Design point Tailored J?Cket of princess line, Deep neck line's sleeveless dress Ruffled shirts
Gather skirt
Items Separate long skirt suit Gown Dress Separate suit+dress shirt
Separate pleats skirt suit Sheath Dress Gown Dress
Drop earings, Hoop earings, Pierced earing, Headbands, Pierced earing,
Accessories Hairpins, Necklace Peal necklaces, Brooches Bracelets, Belts, Drop earings, Layered necklaces,
Clutch bags Brooches Bracelets, Scarves
Time 2004~2012 2009~2013 2003~2012
Occasion National convention of party, Children's events, The first ball in the opening Campaign
President's campaign game, Private business Democratic Senator
Image  Active, Familiar, Popular, Decisive dynamic, Popular, Energetic Conservative, Intelligent, Decisive
Colour  Dark red, Purple, Bright blue Black, Dark red, Grey, Orange Purple Black, Grey, Dark blue
Textil
extll ¢ Cotton, Wool, Linen, Silk Cotton, Polyester, Wool Cotton, Wool
materials
Masculinity  Gjlhouette Slim and fitted, Boxy, H-silhouette ~ Y-line, Silm and fitted Fitted and natural
Design point Flap pocket, Zips Zip up jumper, Fitted pants Tailored suit, Jetted pocket
- - e
. . Zip u'pljumper Fitted pants . Tailored suit+Dress shirt
Zip up jumper+Pants Safari jacket+Round necked t-shirt+Pants . . .
Items . . Tailored suit+Roun neck shirt
Jacket Ppolo neck +Pans Round necked t-shirt+Black jeans Coat+Pants suit
Cardigan+Round necked t-shirt+Pants
Accessories Watches Belts, Bracelets Pierced carings, Peal necklace,
Brooches, Bracelets, Scarves
Time 2004~2013 2009~2013 2004~2013
. Presidential term official functions, Diplomacy, Campaigns, Secretary
Occasion s . .. .
Government administration, Diplomacyvisit to the United States of State
Imace Integrity, Resolute Graceful , Pragmatic value of the middle  Youthful, Lively, Bright
g Upright, Thrifty class, Empathetic Familiar , Confident, Orotund
ivid blue, Pink, R
Colour Greyish brown, Red, Deep Khaki, Pink Black, Grey, Pale yellow, Pink, Orange, \B/lr\i”fltb lellel’ov:nsi( ft:)(li;eGr(E;f:r’l .
Bright yellow, Orange, Blue Purple, Vivid pink, Sky-blue Purile 4 » S ’ 82
Textile Polyester, Cotton, Linen, Tweed, .
Androgyny materials Polyester, Cotton, Wool Silk, Wool Cotton, Wool, Linen

Silhouette Slim and fitted of princess line

Slim and fitted, Flare, Shift, tubular

Fitted of princess line

Design point Mandarin collar, Thigh length jacket

cardigan style, Pearl necklace

Tailored suit of vivid colour

Tailored suit+Round neck shirt,
‘Wool coat+Pants,
Thigh length shirt+Pants

Items

Coat+Dress

Separate skirt suit+Round neck shirt,
Cardigan+Dress

Dress shirt+Pants

Tailored suit+Round neck shirt,
Coat+Polo neck+Pants

Accessories Brooches, Pendant necklace

Brooches, Pearl necklace, Belts,
Drop earing, Pierced earings

Scarves, Pierced earings,
Necklaces, Brooches
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